
COUNTY OF YORK
MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 7, 2001 (BOS Mtg. 3/20/01)

TO: York County Board of Supervisors

FROM: James O. McReynolds, County Administrator

SUBJECT: Request for Reduction of Sewer Connection Fee

Attached is a letter to the Board of Supervisors from Kenneth R. Jaworski of 233 Kings
Grant Drive in York County, requesting that he be allowed to pay the $2,500.00 initial
sewer connection fee, rather than the $8,625.00 regular connection fee.  Mr. Jaworski's
property is served by the Dare Sewer Project, Section 2, which was completed on Septem-
ber 29, 2000, meaning that Mr. Jaworski should have connected his residence to the new
system no later than December 29, 2000.  He did not and now is required to pay the regular
fee.  Mr. Jaworski was earlier in contact with the County Attorney, and explained that he had
misplaced his original notice from the County regarding the sewer extension project which
services his residence and had not understood that sewer connection would be mandatory
once the project was completed.

York County Code § 18.1-62 (b) indicates that anyone failing to connect to a public sewer
facility within 90 days after notification that service has been made accessible to the prop-
erty must thereafter pay the regular connection fee.  Moreover, the failure to connect can
be punished as a misdemeanor with a fine of up to $50.00 per day until the connection is
made.

County records indicate that notices were mailed to Mr. Jaworski and other individuals
served by the Dare Section 2 sanitary sewer project on September 25, 2000, and December
4, 2000.  The first letter advised property owners that the project had been completed, that
the deadline for connection was December 29, and that failure to connect and pay the initial
connection fee by that date would result in an increase in the connection fee to the higher
"regular" connection fee.  The second letter was sent as a reminder to those homes which
had not already connected.  In addition, County staff make every effort to publicize the
County's plans to extend sewer to a neighborhood even before construction of a sewer line
extension is begun.  Mr. Jaworski, it seems, has received adequate notice from the County
that sewer connections are mandatory and what the consequences would be of a failure to
connect in a timely manner.

The County has periodically received requests similar to Mr. Jaworski's asking for a waiver
of the regular connection fee for one reason or another.  Such requests, in my experience,
have never been granted by the County and I can advance no reason why this request should
be treated any differently.  I recommend that it be denied, and recommend adoption of the
attached resolution which denies the request.

It may bear repeating, in light of Mr. Jaworski's statements in his letter, that the higher
"regular" connection fee is not levied as a fine or a penalty.  In fact, even the higher fee does
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not fully reimburse the County for the cost of the extension of a sewer line or of allowing a
residence to tap into the system.  The lower initial connection fee is offered as an induce-
ment to citizens to connect in a timely manner, but the County does not earn a profit even
from the higher fee.
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Attachment
• Letter from Kenneth R. Jaworski dated March 6, 2000
• Resolution R01-61


